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Castletown is Ireland’s largest and earliest
Palladian style house. Built between 1722
and 1729 for Willifam Conolly, Speaker
of the Irish, House of Commons and
the wealthiest commoner in Ireland, to
demonstrate his great wealth. The facade
was almost certainly designed by Italian
architect, Alessandro Galilei, while Irish
architect Edward Lovett Pearce added the
wings. The house remained in the hands of
the Speakers descendants until 1965 when
the house was purchased by a property
developer. Fortunately the house was
saved in 1967 when, along with 12Q acres
of the demesne lands, it was purchased by
the Hon Desmond Gumness, founder of
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and private benefactors. In 1979 care
of the house passed to the Castletown
Foundation, a charitabl® trust which was
established to own, maintain and, to
continue the restoration of the house. In
1994 the house with the exception of the
contents, was transferred to State care and
it is now managed by the Office of Public
Works. The transfer to State ownership
has paved the way for a major programme
of restoration amd conservation work of
the house and demesne lands.

Througﬁ_ restoration,  conservation,
acquisiﬁn of parkland arid development
of visitor facilities, the long term objective
erye fo uture generations one of
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Each Sunday | 10am-5pm
West Wing Foxford Woollen Mills
West Wing Yard Nativity Scene, Squirrel Post Tree & Santa Claus

Sunday 7 Dec | 2.00pm - 4.00pm

Entrance Hall Celtic Rose
Aisling and Mary, instrumentalists with Celtic Rose, will perform
some festive favourites ranging from traditional Irish to light classical

Straffan and Celbridge Miscellany Singers
Saturday 13 Dec | 8.00pm
Long Gallery Gala Christmas Concert | County Kildare Orchestra
Tickets 20 Euro. Please contact Linda at 086-8955787
Sunday 14 Dec | 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Entrance Hall The ‘Sétéada’ Guitar Quartet
A mixed repertoire from Bach to Haydn
Lucan Community School Chamber Choir
Sunday 21 Dec | 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Entrance Hall Dara String Quartet
Light classical and seasonal pieces by Mozart, Handel and Pleyel

Firhouse Singers

All afternoon music events are free to the public
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Fittingly located in the original double
height kitchen of Castletown House, CHC at
the West Wing is the perfect place to relax
with friends for coffee and scones, breakfast
or all day lunch. E

Surrounded by Georgian splendour the
menus offer traditional fare. We are gresently
serving our Winter menu with wonderful
dishes like Beef and Guinness pie. Over the
Christmas season, traditional Christmas
fare will feature as specials on our menu
comynencing on the 9th of December.

CHC will have delicious Christmas Hampers
on sale and last orders is the 21st of December
for collection on the 23rd/24th December.
Christmas is all about creating traditions, so
whynot makea familybreakfast on Christmas

-

eve, a group lunch g¢ Christmas party with
CHC at the West Wing, Castletown House
part of your Christmas traditions.

Larger groups and private parties can be
catered for in the Housekeeper’s Room,
a delightfully atmospheric private dining
room. For all reservations please contact:
Attracta or Emma for menus or take a look
at our website www.clairehanley.ie

CHC at the West Wing will close on
December 24th and will re-open when the
house opens for tours on 17th March 20009.

Winter opening house %re:
Tuesday-Friday 11am - 4pm

Saturdays and Sundays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed on Mondays.
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Since 1892 Foxford has been weaving Vs ‘

throws and blafikets that reflect life then
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e//ala rlstmas Qoncert | County Kildare Orchestra

“Performing the greatest music for the widest audience”

R

L
Annual Christmas €oncert with special
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and pollzas from, Strauss and Lehar. The

guest soloists Saturday 13th December ‘C.K.O. has played widely throughout

“ at 8 p'm. Music by Mozart, Elgar,"Haydn

and more together with festive music and
carols.

The County Kildare Orchestrd was
founded in February 1998 and is
committed, to developing and promoting
a love of classical music whilst aspiring
‘to an excellence in performance. Its
mission  statement. is to
greatest music to the widest audience”

Co. Kildare and also ,in Kerry, Galway,
Westmeath and Dublin. Major highlights
were two performances at the National
Concert Hall and at Islands Music Festival
in Karvina in the Czech Republic. The
Qrchestra also performs regular concerts
with Germa?ff—based concert pianist, Seiko
Tsukamoto, a prizewinner at the Dublin
International Piano Competition.

“perform the «

The Orchestra’s reBertoue spans the great

musical eras from the Baroque (Bach and
Handel), the Classical (Mozart, Haydn and
Beethoven) to the Remantics (Sibelius,
Rachmaninov, Schumann, Bruch and
Elgar). From symphonies and concertos,

the _Orchestra performed
~ operatic ig ssini, Verdi
G """and M i ddition to waltzes

The County Kildare Orchestra is proud
of its long association with Castletown,
stretching back over the last nine years.
Due to public demand and enthusiasm
for music in this great and important
house, the C.K.O’s performance during
Heritage Week initiated the annual Gala
Christmas concert.



Castletown House | Celbridge | Co Kildare

NEW ACCESS TO
CASTLETOWN

*

tel: +353-1-6288252 = e-mail: castletown@opw.ie = web: www.castletown.ie

Castletown House is open to the public on Saturdays and Sundays during November and
December 10am to 5pm.

Access to the House is by Guided Tour only, for admission fees: see www.castletown.ie
The House is wheelchair accessible.

The house is located 20km from Dublin off M4 Sligo Road, exit R449, Celbridge West/
Leixlip West. Cars access the house from the the new entrance off the motorway.
Pedestrian Access: 67/67a from Pearse Street, Dublin-Celbridge/Maynooth, via main
avenue from Celbridge town.

Design: Jurga Rakauskaite
Photography by: ~ Con Brogan




	3.pdf
	PPP_42366 Castletown Xmas B.pdf
	1.pdf
	2.pdf

